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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  you  my  20th 
Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Condition  and  Vital 
Statistics  of  your  district  for  the  year  ended  December 
31st,  1898. 


AREA  : 55,000  Acres.  POPULATION  : 17,000. 
MORTALITY  PROM  ALL  CAUSES  AT  SUBJOINED 


AGES. 

Males,  97  ; Females.  107  ; Total,  204. 

Under  one  year  37 

One  year  and  under  five  years 12 

Five  years  and  under  fifteen  years 11 

Fifteen  years  and  under  twenty  five  years  ...  10 

Twenty  five  years  and  under  sixty  five  years  ...  39 

Sixty  five  years  and  upwards  ...  ...  ..  95 


Total  204 

BIRTHS  REGISTERED. 

Males,  201 ; Females,  202;  Total,  403. 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  living  ...  ...  ...  23*7 
Death  rate  per  thousand  living  ...  ...  ...  12*0 

TABULAR  STATEMENT  REQUIRED  BY  THE 
COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Registered  Births,  Males  ...  201 

„ „ Females  202 

Total 403 

Registered  Deaths,  Males S>7 

„ „ Females  ...  107 


Total  

204 

Birth  rate 
per  thousand 
living. 

Death  rate 
per  thousand 
living. 

Zymotic  death  rate 
per  thousand  living. 

Infant  Mortality 
per  thousand  Births. 

237 

12*0 

0-23 

91*8 

As  against  the  following  for  the  previous  year. 


24*0 


140 


070 


11 10 


3 

METEOROLOGY. 

About  twenty  four  inches  was  the  registered  rainfall  for 
the  year. — The  average  rainfall  for  the  last  ten  years  being 
about  thirty  inches. 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  DEATHS, 
j Required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 


Ague 

0 

Diarrhoea 

o 

Small-pox 

...  0 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Influenza 

...  3 

Diphtheria 

...  0 

Rheumatic  Fever 

0 

Croup 

1 

Phthisis 

....  14 

Measles  ... 

...  0 

Bronchitis  } 

Typhus  Fever 

0 

Pneumonia  > combined 

31 

Typhoid  Fever  . . . 

...  0 

Pleurisy  j 

Continued} 

Heart  Disease 

11 

Relapsing  > ... 

0 

Injuries  . . 

.;.  6 

Puerperal  ) 

All  other  Diseases  ... 

136 

Cholera  ... 

...  0 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

Total 

...  205 

SUMMARY. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATION  ACT. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  again  during  the 
last  month,  a few  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  in 
all  cases  immediate  steps  were  taken  in  order  to  prevent 
the  disease  from  spreading. 

Four  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  also  notified — the 
drains  on  being  tested — which  belonged  to  the  Dwelling 
House  in  which  each  case  was  treated,  were  found  to  be 
defective,  the  water  in  each  case  was  pronounced  by  the 
County  Analyst  to  be  free  from  sewage  pollution  : it  is 
satisfactory  to  know  neither  of  the  cases  terminated 
fatally. 

A case  of  Anthrax  was  notified  during  November,  a 
dairy  cow : the  carcase  was  immediately  buried  in  quick 
lime  as  ordered  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

For  the  benefit  of  School  Board  Committees,  I may  state, 
cases  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Chicxen  Pox,  and 
Mumps,  all  of  which  diseases  are  highly  infectious,  unfor- 
tunately, are  not  classed  amongst  the  list  of  infectious 
diseases  under  the  Notification  Act : personally  I consider 
this  a great  omission,  as  it  prevents  the  sanitary  officials 
from  taking  immediate  steps  for  checking  the  spread  of  the 
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disease  ; in  fact,  as  a general  rule,  we  only  hear  of  these 
cases  when  the  school  attendance  officer  reports,  number 
of  children  absent  from  school,  whereas  if  the  School 
Board  committee  would  only  instruct  their  school  manager 
to  report  to  the  Inspector  of  the  District  or  to  myself, 
immediately  anyone  of  their  scholars  is  absent  from  either 
of  these  diseases,  we  should  then  have  the  chance  of  isol- 
ating the  case,  and  by  so  doing  in  all  probability  prevent 
the  disease  from  spreading. 

DISINFECTION. 

I am  sorry  to  say  we  have  no  appliance  for  Disinfecting 
infected  articles  of  clothing  &c.,our  only  source  is  to  fumi- 
gate with  Sulphur,  and  to  prescribe  the  copious  use  of 
lime  and  soap  wherever  they  may  be  employed. 

The  practical  value  of  these  two  agents,  of  which  there 
is  abundant  evidence,  has  latterly  been  justified  by  Experi- 
mental researches  which  prove  that  when  adequately  used, 
both  lime  and  strong  alkaline  soap  stand  high  in  the  list  of 
disinfectants. 

THE  NATIONAE  CRUSADE  AGAINST 
CONSUMPTION. 

We  learn  from  the  Registrar  General’s  returns,  60,000 
deaths  are  yearly  registered  from  Tuberculosis,  and  if  we 
put  down  other  deaths  in  which  “tubercle”  plays  a no 
inconsiderable  part,  we  may  safely  place  the  number  over 
100,000.  This  terrible  waste  of  life  is  in  a great  measure 
preventable.  Consumption  is  communicated  from  person 
to  person,  and  from  animal  to  man.  Phthisis,  with  all  the 
various  forms  of  Tuberculous  disease,  is  due  to  a microbe, 
and  the  principal  way  in  which  they  are  conveyed  from  a 
diseased  to  a healthy  person  is  by  means  of  the  expectora- 
tion, which  contains  these  microbes  in  enormous  numbers, 
and  which  when  dried  are  suspended  in  the  atmosphere  in 
the  form  of  dust,  and  inhaled. 

Cows  unfortunately  are  very  subject  to  Tuberculosis, 
and  sooner  or  later  the  microbes  find  their  way  into  the 
milk  : through  milk  so  contaminated  infants  and  young 
children  become  affected.  A cow  suffering  from  Tubercu- 
losis need  not  be  immediately  slaughtered,  but  grazed, 
meat  in  this  country  is  rarely  eaten  raw,  in  the  process  of 
cooking  it  is  rendered  inert,  but  the  milk  from  a cow 
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suffering  from  Tuberculosis  should  undoubtedly  not  be 
allowed  to  besold  for  human  food.  Milk  altho’  a model  food, 
too  -much  care  cannot  be  taken  over  it,  in  order  to  prevent 
its  pollution.  Milk  which  comes  from  a suspicious  source 
should  always  be  sterilized,  by  so  doing  the  entire  removal 
of  all  risk  of  infection  by  contamination  is  claimed. 

WATER  SUPPEY. 

A more  than  usual  number  of  samples  of  water  were 
tested  during  the  year  : if  there  is  any  doubt  about  its 
purity,  another  sample  is  forwarded  to  the  County  Analyst. 

The  Eocal  Government  Board  issued  a special  circular 
the  other  year  to  all  Rural  District  Councils  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  water  supply  in  their  Districts,  the  importance 
of  a wholesome  supply  of  water  need  not  be  emphasised  in 
view  of  the  serious  epidemics  of  Typhoid  Fever  which 
have,  of  recent  years,  been  brought  about  by  specific  con- 
tamination of  water  supplies  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  The  Public  Health  Act  distinctly  states  that 
the  Council  are  responsible  for  securing  in  their  district  a 
pure  and  wholesome  supply  of  water  for  the  inhabitants, 
“ Public  Health  Act  1875  section  62  ” — for  many  years  I 
have  invariably  brought  under  your  notice  the  following, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  a number  of  cottages  situated  at 
Kenny  Bridge  in  the  parish  of  Ashill,  obtain  their  water 
supply  from  a stream,  which  stream  receives  a little  above 
the  said  cottages  the  overflow  from  two  farm  yards  and 
other  nuisances,  besides  this  during  the  summer  months 
cattle  frequently  are  seen  standing  for  hours  together  in 
this  stream,  I may  state  during  the  late  heavy  rains  now  of 
some  weeks  duration,  the  contents  of  this  stream  have 
more  resembled  thick  pea  soup  than  clear  water,  and 
a ltho’  there  is  a spring  of  pure  and  abundant  supply  of 
water  within  a few  hundred  yards,  neither  the  Eocal 
Government  Board,  the  County  Council,  the  District 
Council,  or  the  Parish  Council  have  seen  fit  to 
enforce  the  laying  down  of  a few  pipes,  in  order  to  supply 
these  cottages  with  wholesome  water. 

THE  VACCINATION  ACT  1898. 

If  those  responsible  for  this  Act  had  only  issued  a circu- 
lar to  all  Public  Vaccinators,  they  would  have  found  from 
the  reports  received  from  those  residing  in  country 


districts,  how  totally  unsuited  is  this  Act  for  such  districts : 
for  instance,  the  minimum  fee  allowed  is  is  registration 
fee,  and  5s  for  successful  vaccination  “ noth- 
ing allowed  for  any  other  contingency.”  Now 
just  see  how  this  works,  the  Public  Vaccinator  receives  a 
notice  from  the  Vaccination  Officer  to  vaccinate  a child 
residing,  say,  five  miles  from  the  vaccinator,  he,  to  insure 
finding  the  child  home,  sends  a post  card,  telling  the 
parents  he  will  call  on  such-a-day,  between  the  hours  of  so 
and  so  for  the  purpose  of  vaccinating  the  child,  getting  no 
reply,  he  naturally  thinks  the  child  will  be  ready  for  him,  but 
onhis  arrival  he  finds  the  child  and  parents  not  at  home,  a 
ten  miles  journey  for  nothing : he  goes  the  second  time, 
finds  the  child  ill  and  not  fit  to  be  vaccinated,  this  entails 
another  ten  miles  journey,  he  goes  the  third  time  and  finds 
some  person  in  the  house  suffering  from  some  infectious 
disease,  according  to  regulation,  barring  small  pox,  he  is 
not  allowed  to  vaccinate,  this  entails  another  10  miles 
journey,  he  goes  the  fourth  time  and  finds  some  other 
person  has  vaccinated  the  child,  this  entails  another  10  miles, 
total  40  miles,  for  which  he  receives  for  time  lost,  say  8 
hours,  driving  40  miles,  besides  wear  and  tear harness, 
carriage,  and  horse,  what  in  the  Act,  do  you  imagine,  is  the 
fee  allowed  for  all  this  work — is — comment  is  superfluous. 
Before  this  Act  came  into  force  the  work  must  have  been 
efficiently  carried  out  in  this  District,  else  the  Government 
Inspectors  would  not  have  granted  your  Public  Vaccin- 
ators a “ Bonus.”  The  Act  is  undoubtedly  vexatious  and 
retrograde,  and  all  sanitary  authorities  should  join 
together  and  petition  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
bring  before  Parliament  the  question  of  reconsidering  the 
Vaccination  Laws,  with  a view  to  making  them 
compulsory. 

BYE  LAWS. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  during  the  year,  we 
have  passed  a set  of  Bye-Laws  whereby  the  plans  for 
building  dwelling  houses,  the  drainage  arrangements  &c., 
for  the  same,  have  first  to  be  presented  to  obtain  the 
sanction  of  this  authority  before  being  erected.  These 
Bye-Laws  having  been  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  a district  in  every  way  similar  to  this,  it 
certainly  does  seem  strange  they  should  take  so  many 
months  considering  before  allowing  us  to  adopt  them,  of 
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course  such  Bye-Laws  cannot  be  enforced  until  we  have 
received  the  Local  Government  Board  sanction. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  BAKE-HOUSES. 

Your  Inspectors  have  regularly  visited  the  above  ; one 
Slaughter  House  had  to  be  condemned,  and  a new  one  has 
been  erected.  The  Bake  Houses  have  been  kept  in  a satis- 
factory condition. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASS  ACT. 

During  the  year  no  occupied  dwelling  house  has  been 
condemned  as  being  unfit  for  habitation,  and  the  cottages 
generally  are  kept  in  very  much  better  condition,  both 
internally  and  externally,  than  in  the  past. 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES  REPORT. 

The  Inspectors  have  reported  and  abated  375  petty  nui- 
sances during  the  year,  against  401  abated  the  previous 
year,  a detailed  account  of  these  nuisances  can  be  seen  in 
the  enclosed  schedule.  Sewers  have  been  repaired  or  laid 
in  the  following  parishes  during  the  year,  Ilton,  Buckland 
St.  Mary,  Kingston  e,  Hinton  St.  George,  Shepton 
Beauchamp,  and  Seavington  St.  Michael. 

In  conclusion  I may  state  your  Birth  rate  is  below  the 
average,  but  the  Death  rate  is  highly  satisfactory. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  STEPHENS 

Uminster,  January  17th,  1899. 


List  of  Nuisances  reported  and  abated  during  the  year  1898. 


D /Lii  t) i,  1 1 i j*n 

PARISH. 

Defective  Drains. 

Choked  Closets 

and  Drains. 

No  Water  fit  for 

Dietetic  Use. 

Insufficient  .Privy 

Accommodation. 

Privy  and  Cesspool 

Overflowing. 

Accumulation  of 

Manure. 

Lime  Washing,  with 

Bakehouses,  &c. 

Overcrowding. 

Cleaning  ana 

Defective  Wells. 

Pig  Styes  kept  in 

filthy  condition. 

Dilapidated 

Houses. 

TOTAL. 

CHARD  DISTRICT. 

Inspector,  Mr.  Smith. 

Buckland  St.  Mary 

4 

4 

2 

2 

4 

2 

l8 

Combe  St.  Nicholas 

3 

6 

2 

4 

2 

5 

9 

I 

4 

36 

Chard  Parish 

19 

5 

8 

4 

3 

8 

9 

3 

9 

3 

71 

Chaffcombe  

I 

i 

3 

Warabrook  

i 

2 

I 

i 

5 

Whitestaunton  

i 

i 

3 

1 

6 

24 

i5 

16 

IO 

7 

16 

25 

8 

*5 

3 

139 

Crewkerne  District. 

Inspector,  Mr.  Holwell. 

W.  Crewkerne  

3 

4 

2 

9 

Merriott 

8 

7 

3 

3 

ii 

2 

2 

i 

37 

Way  ford  

i 

i 

2 

I 

5 

Winsham  

2 

6 

2 

4 

7 

2 

2 

25 

Dinnington  

Cudworth  * 

I 

i 

I 

3 

Chillington  

2 

i 

3 

1 

2 

9 

Lopen  

I 

2 

i 

3 

I 

8 

Hinton  St.  George 

3 

3 

I 

3 

2 

4 

I 

I 

18 

Cricket  St.  Thomas 

Misterton  

2 

5 

2 

4 

3 

2 

2 

20 

'J  V TTIrl  ' 'T?  Gi 

"75 

25 

9 

15 

i 18 

27 

II 

3 

4 
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Ilminster  District. 

Inspector , Mr.  House. 

Ilminster 

14 

3 

I 

18 

3 

I 

i 

4i 

Shepton 

4 

7 

I 

i 

3 

16 

Seavington  

I 

3 

4 

Ashill  

i 

2 

I 

5 

Ilton  

5 

5 

Dowlish  Wake  

3 

4 

Donyatt 

i 

I 

i 

3 

Broadway  

i 

2 

2 

: I 

6 

Cricket  Malherbie 

I 

i 

3 

Kingstone  

i 

I 

2 

Stocklinch  

i 

I 

2 

Dowlish  West  

i 

i 

2 

Knowle  St.  Giles 

I 

1 

Whitelackington 

2 

3 

3i 

I? 

r 

2 

' A 

i 25 

r 4 

i 

4 

n 

97 

Population 
at  all 

j | 

Parish. 

Ages. 

« 

Census  1891 

'be. 

Ashill 

552 

»' 

Under  5 
5 upwds:: 

Broadway 

33? 

II 

Uuder  5 

5 .upwds-. 

Buckland  St.  Mary 

S86 

14 

Under  -5! 
5 upwds; 

Chard  Parish  ... 

1,740 

5P 

Under,  J 

5 upwds;; 

West  Crewkerne 

763 

16 

5 upwds; 

Chillington 

i?5 

4 

Under  5 

5 upwds; 

Cud  worth 

ic8 

3 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

Chaflfcombe 

192 

4 

Under  5 

Combe  St.  Nicholas 

1,069 

29 

Under  5 

C ricket  Malherbie 

46 

0 

Under  5 

5 upwds; 

Cricket  St.  Thomas 

9P 

4 

Under  5 

5 upwds.* 

Donyatt 

355 

6 

Under  5 

5 upwdg; 

Dowlish  Wake... 

273 

6 

Under  5 

5 upwds; 

Dowlish  West  ... 

59 

1 

Under  5 

5 upwds,.' 

Dinnington 

137 

a 

5 upwds# 

Hinton  St,  George 

649 

I? 

5 upwds; 

Ilminster 

3.135 

69 

Under  5 

5 upwds; 

Ilton  ... 

332 

'O 

5 upwds: 

Kingstone 

'99 

3 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

Knowle  St.  Giles 

92 

5 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

Lopen... 

m 

7 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

Merriott 

'.349 

43 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

Mister  ton 

675 

'9 

Undeiv  5 

Seavington  St.  Mary 

269 

3 

5 upwds. 

Seavingion  St.  Micheal ... 

•7« 

3 

""upwd,5 

Shepton  Beauchamp 

670 

18 

"upw^ 

Stocklinch 

184 

Wayford 

367 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

Wambrook 

231 

6 ; 

Under  5 

5 upwds/ 

Whitelackington 

'83 

8 ; 

; upwds? 

Whitestaunton  ... 

205 

^ ; 

Under  5 
; upwds. 

Winsham  

749 

23  ! 

Under  5 

Totals 

16.305 

403 

Jnder  5 
; upwds. 

New  Cases  ot  Sickness  in  each  Locality  coming-  to 
the  Knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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MORTALITY  FROM  ALL  CAUSES. 
AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

Mortality  ff 

OM  SUBJOINED  CAUSES  DISTINGUISHING  DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  FIVE  YEARS  OF 

■ Age. 

Parish. 

* 

S' 

S’ 

j? 

•s 

3 

Fevers. 

M ■§ 

. „ 

ji  j 

< 

Under  1 Ye 

1 

1 

1 

1 

| Scarlatina 

5 

| Membram 

j Croup 

H 

I Enteric  or 

Typhoid. 

I Continued. 

1 

c2 

g 

& 

i 

I Erysiplea 

| Measles 

III! 

6°  Sc 
Q 

! (| 

| Phthisis 

monia  & Plei 

Heart  dise«; 

Influenza 

i 

Total 

Ashill 

4 

1 

3 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

3 

3 

Broadway 

6 

2 

I 

I 

2 

Uuder  5 

1 

1 

, 

2 

4 

Donyatt  ... 

* 

I 

X 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

j 

1 

2 

Ilminster 

35 

8 

3 

1 

X 

9 

13 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

, 

3 

4 X 

8 

17 

24 

Ilton  ... 

2 

1 

I 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

J , 

2 

Stocklinch 

o 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

Shepton  Beauchamp 

7 

. 

1 

2 

3 

5 upwds' 

5 

2 

5 

Whitelackington 

i 

. 

5 upwds5 

1 

1 

Seavington  St.  Michael ... 

2 

1 

1 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

; 

Seavington  St.  Mary 

3 

1 

Under  5 
5 upwds 

I 

I 

, 

3 

Kingstone 

i 

X 

Under 

■ 1 

I 

Dowlish  Wake... 

5 

1 

X 

X 

2 

5 upwds? 

2 

1 

2 

I 

Dowlish  West  ... 

o 

Under 

5 upwds 

Cri  cket  Malherbie 

o 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

Knowle  St.  Giles 

* 

■ 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

x 

Combe  St.  Nicholas 

12 

2 

• 

3 

6 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

I 

I 

1 

9 

12 

Whitestaunton  ... 

3 

2 

1 

Under  5 

; 

2 

Wambrook 

3 

1 

1 

1 

ggj 

l 

l 

Buckland  St.  Mary 

7 

. 

I 

5 

Under  5 

, 

, 

\ 

I 

6 

Chard  Parish  ... 

26 

3 

5 

2 

* 

5 

9 

5Uunpd;rds5 

X 

4 4 

: 2 

2 

5 

5 

8 

18 

Chaffcombe 

> 

1 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

. 

1 

Cricket  St.  Thomas 

0 

Under^  5 

Winsham 

13 

2 

2 

X 

3 

5 

Under  5 

1 3 

, 

6 

• 

West  Crewkerne 

5 

2 

X 

« 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

1 

3 

2 

Merriott 

.7 

3 

I 

X 

4 

8 

Under  .5 
5 upwdi. 

2 3 

, 

. 

3 

7 

3 

H 

Lopen... 

4 

x 

3 

Under  5 

, 

3 

4 

Dinnington 

3 

3 

S upwds. 

3 

3 

Way  ford 

n 

5 

2 

4 

5 upwds! 

2 

3 

6 

i 

Hinton  St  George 

xo 

2 

X 

7 

Under  *5 
5 upwds. 

3 

5 

8 

Chillington 

3 

3 

Und  ci 

5 upwds. 

, 

2 

3 

Cud  worth 

2 

I 

l 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

2 

2 

Misterton 

15 

* 

* 

I 

3 

8 

Under  5] 
5 upwds. 

1 

2 

■ 

x 

3 

8 

12 

Totals 

204 

37 

» 

« 

,0 

3, 

95 

1 

■ 

X 

14  21 

<■ 

3 ! 

6 

98  1 

49 

55 

